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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE MPDC
Chief Ramsey, his Command Staff and all the members of the MPDC wish our partners in the community 

a happy and peaceful holiday season.  And in the spirit of “Policing for Prevention,” we look forward to work-
ing with members of the community to make 2006 an even safer year for all of our neighborhoods. 

DECEMBER “OFFICERS OF THE MONTH” ARE HONORED
Earlier this year, Officer Kemal Johnson was working the midnight tour in the First District when he 

observed an individual, who was wanted on several felony warrants and for questioning in connection with 
recent shootings, standing in the 600 block of Orleans Place, NE. When the suspect noticed Officer Johnson 
approaching, he fled the scene, with Officer Johnson in pursuit. Based on the detailed lookout he broadcast, 
responding MPDC units were able to secure a tight perimeter around the suspect. When the suspect kicked 
in the back door to an occupied home in the 600 block of L Street, NE, Officer Johnson immediately went to 
the front door, where he saw the subject enter the roof access. The suspect ran to the roof access hatch and 
descended inside the attic space. Officials immediately declared a barricade, and the Emergency Response 
Team successfully got the suspect out of the crawl space using less-than-lethal force. Officer Johnson placed 
him under arrest for the two original felony warrants, and two more charges: Burglary One and Destruction 
of Property. Additionally, a black bag containing a Glock pistol with one round in the magazine, 24 loose 
rounds of 9 mm. ammunition, an AR-15 assault-style rifle loaded with 13 rounds and 180 packages of crack 
cocaine were recovered from the scene. For his keen observational skills and quick actions, Officer Johnson 
was one of 21 MPDC members recognized for outstanding performance during the CHAMPS Awards lun-
cheon for December.

KEEPING YOUR HOLIDAY GIFTS SAFE AND SECURE: 
SOME COMMON-SENSE BURGLARY PREVENTION TIPS 

Burglars know that many households have new, and oftentimes expensive, items in their homes follow-
ing the December holidays – computers and peripherals, stereo components, televisions, cameras and other 
electronic equipment. In too many cases, residents make it easy for burglars to figure out which homes to 
target by putting boxes that identify their new gifts in plain view with their other garbage. Avoid becoming 
an easy target for post-holiday burglars by not leaving boxes in the alley or other garbage pick-up locations 
for several days at a time. Instead, break down any boxes you are throwing out, put them in garbage bags and 
place them inside a trashcan. (In many cases, especially with computer equipment, you probably want to keep 
the boxes for safe storage, shipping or moving in the future.) Think about keeping broken-down boxes inside 
– in a garage, for example – until the evening before your regular garbage pick-up. Some burglars look inside 
garbage cans for evidence of holiday gifts. As a further precaution, write down the serial numbers and take 
photographs of your new possessions, or mark them with identifying information; this will aid in the recovery 
of your property in the event it is stolen.

i Read about all of their actions at: 
http://mpdc.dc.gov/mpdc/cwp/view,a,1234,q,5587
99,mpdcNav_GID,1544.asp

i CHAMPS (Capital Hotels Award Metropolitan Police 
Service) is a monthly awards program hosted by the 
Hotel Association of Washington, DC. The December 
awards luncheon was hosted by the Hotel Washington 
in Northwest. 

i The MPDC recently held its 6th Annual Awards Cer-
emony at DAR Constitution Hall. Read the news release 
and access the program book at: 
http://app.mpdc.dc.gov/newsroom/newsroom.
asp?sid=259000

i For a complete list of winter holiday safety tips for 
shoppers, travelers and when you’re at home, visit: 
http://mpdc.dc.gov/mpdc/cwp/view,a,1237,q,5477
67,mpdcNav_GID,1550,mpdcNav,|.asp

i Note that because of the holidays, there will be no 
trash collection on Monday, December 26, or Monday, 
January 3, 2006. Collections will slide one day for the 
remainder of the weeks. Details at: 
http://dpw.dc.gov/dpw/cwp/view,A,1201,Q,634231,
dpwNav_GID,1479,.asp

i If you see someone suspicious casing your alley, call 
the police non-emergency number, 3-1-1; if you see a 
burglary in progress, call 9-1-1. Get details on how to 
use these numbers at: 
http://mpdc.dc.gov/mpdc/cwp/view,a,1237,q,5476
41,mpdcNav_GID,1554.asp

i For details on how to retrieve stolen property that is 
recovered by the MPDC, visit: 
http://mpdc.dc.gov/mpdc/cwp/view,a,1232,q,5409
28,mpdcNav_GID,1523,mpdcNav,|31417|.asp



POLICE COMPLAINTS BOARDS COMPLIMENTS MPDC 
ON HANDLING OF SEPTEMBER 2005 PROTESTS

DC’s Police Complaints Board (PCB), the governing body of the Office of Police Complaints (OPC), is-
sued a report this week generally praising the MPDC’s handling of the antiwar and anti-globalization protests 
held in September 2005. Under the First Amendment Rights and Police Standards Act of 2004, the PCB has 
the authority to monitor and evaluate the MPDC’s handling of demonstrations. OPC monitored police interac-
tions during the September protests, which attracted an estimated 150,000 people from across the nation and 
were the first major events to take place in DC following enactment of the new law.  A total of 12 OPC employ-
ees, including many of the agency’s investigators, monitored MPDC’s interactions with protesters throughout 
the day of Saturday, September 24.  OPC employees monitored in teams along the protest route, as well as 
in the main command center and with police officials in the field.  OPC’s overall impression was that MPDC 
performed in a professional manner and had constructive dealings with the protesters.  MPDC’s general inter-
actions with the public appeared helpful and respectful.  “It was OPC’s first time observing MPD’s handling of 
demonstrations and things generally went very well,” said Philip K. Eure, OPC’s executive director.  “What we 
saw confirmed that good policing can be consistent with the public’s right to freedom of expression.”

RED-LIGHT RUNNING DOWN NEARLY 72% AT 
INTERSECTIONS WITH SAFETY CAMERAS

The number of motorists running red lights at intersections equipped with traffic safety cameras in DC 
has declined by nearly 72 percent since the start of the program in the summer of 1999, according to the latest 
data from the MPDC. That translates into about 30,200 fewer red-light runners each month at the 49 camera-
equipped intersections. The reductions are calculated by totaling the number of red-light running violations at 
each location during the first full month the camera was operational. That total is then compared with the num-
ber of violations during the most recent full month of operation at each location combined. At many locations, 
the reductions have been much higher than the overall decline of 71.7 percent. For example, at DC’s first red-
light camera location – New York Avenue and 4th Street, NW – the number of red-light violations has plum-
meted from 7,598 in August 1999 to 1,582 in November 2005, a reduction of 79.2 percent. Since August 
1999, nearly 570,000 Notices of Infraction have been mailed and just over 390,000 paid, resulting in fines of 
$34.2 million. This level of consistent enforcement has been achieved without taking officers from other com-
munity policing assignments or otherwise diminishing public safety services in DC’s neighborhoods.

NEWS & NOTES
Holiday Schedule. Most administrative offices of the MPDC will be closed on Monday, December 26, 

and Monday, January 2, 2006, for observance of the Christmas and New Year’s Day holidays, respectively.  
Neighborhood patrols and other essential functions of the Department will be staffed on those dates.

Chief Ramsey on “Live at Five.” The Chief is scheduled to discuss public safety issues and take phone 
calls from 5-6 pm on Wednesday, December 28, during his monthly appearance on WOL 1450-AM.

2005 Holiday SoberRide Continues. From now through January 1, 2005, the Washington Regional 
Alcohol Program is offering free taxicab rides home to DC-area residents who have had too much to drink, 
through its annual Holiday SoberRide program. The service is offered from 8 pm to 4 am every day. To request 
a SoberRide cab, call (800) 200-TAXI. Or learn more online at http://www.soberride.com.

Information, ideas, or comments about this service? Send an e-mail to KEVIN MORISON, 
MPDC’s Director of Corporate Communications, at kevin.morison@dc.gov. Would you 
like to have this information e-mailed to you? Just go to our Website and register with 
Crimereports.com.

i Read the news release at: 
http://www.policecomplaints.dc.gov/occr/cwp/
view,a,1199,q,634196,occrNav_GID,1470.asp

i In its report, the PCB did recommend that the 
MPDC find ways to make sure all officers’ names 
and badge numbers are more visible and to 
examine street closing procedures. Access the full 
report at: 
http://www.policecomplaints.dc.gov/occr/cwp/
view,a,3,q,495729.asp

DATA BOX
Homicides  as of 12/23/05

2005: 192
2004: 189
% Change: +1.6%
Closure Rate: 58.9% (113 closures)

Adult Arrests  week end. 12/17/05
Total: 1,147
Drugs: 188
Weapons: 33
Robbery: 6
Prostitution/Sex Offenses: 45

Juvenile Activity  week end. 12/17/05
Arrests: 62
Curfew Violators: 42
Truants: 67

Firearm Recoveries  as of 12/21/05
December: 155
2005 Total: 2,316

Traffic Fatalities  as of 12/23/05
2005: 47
2004: 44
% Change: +6.8%
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i View the latest details on the red-light camera 
program at: 
http://mpdc.dc.gov/mpdc/cwp/view,a,1240,Q,54
7886,mpdcNav_GID,1552,mpdcNav,|,.asp

i The aggressive speeding rate in DC’s photo radar 
enforcement zones was just 3 percent in November. 
For summary statistics, go to: 
http://mpdc.dc.gov/mpdc/cwp/view,a,1240,q,548
012,mpdcNav_GID,1552,mpdcNav,|31886|.asp

i Again this month, the MPDC is working to educate 
DC-area drivers about the dangers of speeding 
and the presence of automated traffic enforcement. 
Radio ads are running between now and the end 
of the year on various DC stations.


